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development of the analysis of these oils. Hence the pharma-
copoeial requirements concerning the volatile oils have become
more specific and exacting. Not only are pure oils demanded,
but such that are rich in active constituents. However, the
great variation existing in the requirements of the several
pharmacopoeias, merely reveals the fact that the composition of
these natural products as well as the variation to which they
are subject, has not yet been sufficiently investigated. Hence
the methods of testing still leave much to be desired. If this
is true of the oils used medicinally, which as a rule are among
the better known oils, this lack of knowledge is felt even more
among the non official and lesser used oils. The recent rapid
scientific and technical development of this field, however,
justifies the hope that the present defects will be removed in
the not distant future, and that problems still to arise will also
be solved in a satisfactory manner.